
Foreign Office Files for the 
Middle East, 1971-1981
Sources from The National Archives, UK

“ There is simply no other 
place where one can find the 
same breadth and depth of 
historical records online.
	 Michael Gasper, Occidental College

”



Utilising the collection of correspondence, minutes, and reports, users 

will be able to explore the Arab-Israeli War, Henry Kissinger’s ‘shuttle 

diplomacy’ and the historic Camp David Accords that followed. The 

resource also examines internal conflicts, such as the uprising in Dhofar, 

the military coup in Cyprus, the Lebanese Civil War and the Iranian 

Revolution. Energy concerns dominate this resource, with reports on 

the oil policies of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq, and how price hikes, 

embargoes and industrial strikes affected the G8’s energy supply and 

economy.  Additionally, users will be able to scrutinise policies on 

international arms sales.  

Alongside key events, 

Foreign Office Files 

for the Middle East, 

1971-1981 contains 

annual reviews, 

detailing internal affairs 

and external political relationships and analysing economies, giving 

researchers a unique and detailed history of the region across the 1970s.

Foreign Office Files for the Middle East, 1971-1981  
is published in three sections: 

• 1971-1974:  The 1973 Arab-Israeli War and the Oil Crisis  

• 1975-1978:  The Lebanese Civil War and the Camp David Accords

• 1979-1981:  The Iranian Revolution and the Iran-Iraq War 

The resource benefits from being part of Adam Matthew Digital’s 

‘Archives Direct’ portal. Foreign Office Files for the Middle East,  

1971-1981 makes an excellent companion resource to  

Confidential Print: Middle East, 1839-1969. 

The Middle East in the 1970s was characterised by its conflicts, 
with a cast of political figures whose influence can still be felt 
today. Providing an invaluable resource for researchers and students 
seeking to understand the modern Middle East, this collection 
contains complete runs of Foreign Office files, providing an 
expansive view of key events and their global political impact.
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Highlights  
•	� The 1973 Arab-Israeli War, Henry Kissinger’s 

‘shuttle diplomacy’ and the Camp David Accords 

• 	� Withdrawal of British forces from the Persian 
Gulf and formation of the UAE

• 	� Activities of the PLO and Yasser Arafat

• 	� Oil embargoes imposed by OPEC and the global 
oil crisis 

• 	� Perspectives on the region’s role in the Cold War 
conflict

• 	 General Grivas’ military coup in Cyprus  

• 	 The Lebanese Civil War 

• 	� Thorough analyses of internal affairs and 
political relations of major Middle East powers 

• 	� The Iranian Revolution and the hostage crisis at 
the United States embassy 

• 	 The Iran-Iraq War 

• 	� Economic analyses of major oil producers and 
their individual policies 

• 	� Personality profiles on key figures such as 
Colonel Qaddafi and Anwar Sadat

From invasions and civil wars to  
revolutions and revolts, explore a rich 
period of Middle East history through 
complete runs of British Government 
Foreign Office files. 


