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1 Ceiednty/Cnina

Elaine Jeffreys, Louise Edwards

YO u Can See a fu II tab I e Of This book discusses the specific forms of celebrity that exist in China today and explores how China’s

celebrity culture incorporates aspects of globa ... More

contents with book and chapter
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Celebrity in China MBORS.
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Louise Edwards and Elaine Jeffreys ddcan i
ABSTRACT Lovise Edwards, Author
Celebrity is a pervasive aspect of everyday life and a growing field of academic inquiry. This is Elaine Jeffreys. Author

a book-length exploration of celebrity culture in the People’s Republic of China and its
interaction with international norms of celebrity production. The book comprises case studies
from popular culture (film, music, dance, literature, the Internet); official culture (military,
political, and moral exemplars) and business celebrities. The breadth of inquiry here
illuminates the ways capitalism and communism converge in the elevation of particular
individuals to fame in contemporary China.

Keywords: cedebrity / rey P ple's Republic of China, popular culture, official culture, business celebrities
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Print publication date: 2ulbN Print ISBN-13: 9789622090873
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around modesty, quetude and chastity as well as obedience to fathers and
husbands Women were charged with responsibilty for maintaining the
domestic harmony that underscored state harmony

In over a century of modernization and revolution in China from the late
1890s to the late 15705, these conceptions of the family and female virtues
were labelled feudal’ and came under concerted assault from avant-garde
intellectuais and activists across the polaical spectrum, including liberals,
anarchists, feminists, republicans. nationalists and communists In (p. 46 )
their view, the tradtional family was an instrument for oppressing women
a major cause of China's backwardness and weakness, and an obstacle o
China’s modernization The family system required a major overhaul in order
that China regain 3 lost status in the world and that women gain kberation
from patriarchal structures. With the rise of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) this attitude became enshrined in Chairman Mao Zedong's dictum
women hold up half the sky

However, since the beginning of China's reform in the late 15705 and the
shift to a socialist market economy. the family has been reaffirmed as the
basic social institution by the current CCP in a bid to prevent the further
disintegration of the social fabric that is perceived to have resulted from
rapid social change. As Ekzabeth Croll (1983 70) explains, the stabity
of this pivotal institution has once again become the mainstay of socal
relations and social order. The impartance of family values, female virtues
and motherhood have been further highlighted in the last decade or so,
due to what Chinese academics and the media have described variously
as China's ‘moral crisis”, Yamily crisis’, ‘marriage crisis’, and ‘motherhood
crisis’ (L 1959)

Examples of China's social ‘crises” that are enumerated by commentators
include: rampant prosttuton; prevalent extramarital affars; growing
numbers of de facto second wives: increasing divorce rates and domestic
viclence; the common practice of unmamed men and women living together;
declining interest among young people in getting married or having children:
deteriorating bonds between mothers and babies as more mothers reject
breast-feeding and pass on most postnatal care to nannies; and the spoiling
of children by parents (Liu 1995). The Party-state has responded to these
crises’. and the gap between what remains of the Chinese socialist value
system and the changing social environment. by promoting the ‘pecple
first’ principle (yiren weibenl and by concerted efforts to construce ‘spintual
civilization”, a "new socialist core value system” and "harmonious society’ (Hu
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Louise Edwards and Elaine Jeffreys
Print publication date: 2010 v;;mma:

Prit ISBN-13: 9789622090873
Published to Hong Kong Scholarship Online: September 2011
DOL: 10.5790/horgkong/ 9789622090873 ,001.0001

Go to page;
=

2 . g~ Dawnload chapter (pdf)
ebrity Mothers: Female Virtues, Patriotism and Social Harmony*
/hongkong/9789622090873.003.0003

and Keywords
China's imperial history, the state, the family and the individual were considered the three key
s of the social svstem, As Mencius (372-280-BCE) wrote: ‘the foundation of the world lies in
foundation of the state lies in the family, and the foundation of the family lies in the
fengzi IV A: 5). Followers of Confucianism also believed that the family and state were
s of social organization’ because they were based on the truest moral principles such as
, rightness, lovalty and filial piety. Hence, traditional Chinese statecraft sought to bind the
e family and the state together in a singular status hierarchy so that they would act in unison,
re a unitary, interdependent organism. Within this systematized conception of the role of the
en's virtues were conceived as revolving around modesty, quietude and chastity as well as
fathers and husbands. Women were charged with responsibility for maintaining the domestic
t underscored state harmony.

tury of modernization and revolution in China from the late 1890s to the late 1970s, these
of the family and female virtues were labelled ‘feudal’ and came under concerted assault from
intellectuals and activists across the political spectrum, including liberals, anarchists,
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